>> 
ae 
2S 
© 
‘op 
— 
= 
ae 
TC 
c 
© 
a 
0 
© 
c 
ca 
o 
Q 
© 
a 

















MAY, 1916 








Mystical Rose, pray for us! 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Subscription 50 cents. 





Vol. 12 MAY, 1916 No. 1 





Mary’s Position in the Divine Dispensation 
of Redemption. 





=i LESSED Grignon de Montfort’s Golden Book on the 
i) True Devotion to Mary is a mine of most sublime 
knowledge regarding the Mother of God. Blessed 
Montfort is the great teacher of the mysteries of 
Mary for our times, and he teaches the excellence 
of these secrets in a manner easily understood by the humble and 
little ones, while the learned, proud and worldly wise are scan- 
dalized thereat. There, too, the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness does not comprehend it; they, however, who accept 
this doctrine, will become true children of Mary, they, namely, 
who, like Jesus, are born from God the Holy Ghost and Mary. 
In his treatise, the “Golden Book,” Blessed Montfort places 
Mary in the most brilliant light, in which we clearly recognize her 
position in the divine plan of redemption, and guided by him we 
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easily find the road to perfection. For this reason, Pope Pius X., 
of blessed memory, imparted his Apostolic blessing to all who 
read in this book. 

As an architect who aims to put up a building makes a plan 
and has this plan executed in all its details,.so God made for 
His kingdom a plan of redemption, which, in the course of time, 
had to be carried out in the minutest details. 

Every building plan embodies a principal idea, which must 
govern all others; every building to be erected must suit a special 
purpose. In like manner God has from eternity decreed the In- 
carnation of His Son as His main idea. “In the fullness of time 
the Son of God is to become man, and He is to assume human 
nature by the cooperation of a creature: This predestined God- 
man is Jesus and His Mother predestined in the same decree 
is Mary.” 

But as Mary was to become a worthy Mother of God, she 
was therefore predestined to be the firs and noblest of all 
creatures; Mary is above everything that is beneath God. “I 
came out of the mouth of the Most High, the first-born before 
all creatures.” The Father deposited in her all His riches, the 
Son all the graces He merited, the Holy Ghost all His gifts. God 
could not create anything greater than the Mother of God. Mary 
is the paradise of God; she is “the honor, the joy, the glory” of 
the human race. How the whole creation ought to exult at the 
thought of this Queen of the universe. 


Through Mary, Jesus the Savior. 


It is the will of God that the world should receive Jesus, the 
Savior, only through Mary, and through her all Christ’s graces to 
the end, and finally through Mary life eternal: ut per ejus Geni- 
tricem Virginem Mariam perpetuae capiamus gaudia vitae, “that 
through His Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of 
everlasting life,” as the Church prays. 

But God desired likewise that through Mary we should come 
to Jesus and through Jesus to the Father. Mary is the ladder 
to heaven: through her all our prayers ascend to the throne of 
God, through her all graces come down to us from heaven. 

This in general is the position God intended Mary to hold 
in His plan of redemption. Whatever God has established no 
man‘can alter. Any other do¢trine is false. Unfortunately there 
are persons nowadays who would like to eliminate Mary from 
this her exalted position, either partly or entirely; they endeavor 
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to represent Mary as insignificant as possible and wish to go to 
Jesus without Mary. These are false doctrines and lead astray; 
for what God hath joined together, let no man put asunder; if we 
lose Mary, the Mother, we also lose Jesus her Son, and with the 
Son the Father. 

We must go to Mary; Mary is the path that leads to Jesus, 
and the gate of heaven made by God. The Church therefore 
exclaims: Go to Mary! If, therefore, we conduct a soul to Mary, 
this soul is on the way to heaven; for “whosoever finds Mary finds 
life.’ There has been no distinction made among men in this 
regard; all must walk this road designated by God: learned and 
unlearned, rich and poor, kings and subjects. God did not pass 
by Mary, neither may we pass her by, for she is the felix coeli 
porta, the “happy gate of heaven,” as the Church sings. 


Mary, Queen of Angels. 


What position does Mary hold among the angels? In view 
of the coming of Jesus and Mary — God created the angels; He 
created them in the state of grace. As they were free spirits, 
God put their liberty to test. He revealed to them the fundament- 
al mystery, the Incarnation of His Son through Mary, which had 
been decreed from all eternity, and demanded that His Son 
be adored as God, and Mary venerated as their Queen. 

The angels separated into two divisions. Michael at the 
head of one, and Lucifer the leader of the other. Lucifer and 
his followers refused to believe the word of God or to obey His 
command. In punishment he became obdurate in his rebellion 
and together with his adherents was cast into hell. Michael 
believed God and did what he was commanded, consequently he 
and his followers were permanently confirmed in all good, and in 
reward were granted the Beatific Vision of God for all eternity. 

Mary holds the position of Queen among the angels, and all 
the angels are at her service. Mary is the conqueror of the 
infernal world and the terror of the evil spirits who are her sworn 
enemies throughout eternity. 

We too have to battle with the evil spirits in this world, we 
too should place ourselves with St. Michael; let us believe God’s 
word and all that the Church teaches and obey her precepts, then 
will we likewise be confirmed in all good and once be eternally 
happy with the angels. But infidels and those who live in mortal 
sin and are not converted, will die obdurate and forever be 
slaves of the wicked spirits whom during life they befriended. 
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Mary, Queen of the Universe. 


What position does Mary hold in the creation of the world 
and in regard to our first parents before and after their fall? God 
created the world in view of Jesus and Mary, therefore is Jesus 
the King, and Mary the Queen of the universe. 

Adam and Eve who were destined to reign over the world, 
were prototypes of Jesus and Mary, as paradise is the type of the 
Church. God put our first parents on probation; the tempter 
came into paradise in order to gain dominion over our first 
parents, and thus to gain dominion over all the human race. He 
triumphed over our first parents, the rulers of the earth, and 
thereby over the human race itself. 

What position did God assign to Mary after the fall of Adam 
and Eve? God Himself tells the serpent saying: “I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her 
seed; she will crush thy head and thou shalt lie in wait for her 
heel” (Gen. iii, 15). God speaks here of two kingdoms, the 
empire of Satan and the empire of God. Mary is installed in the 
kingdom of God as the conqueror of the serpent and his adher- 
ents and as the leader of the children of God. This is the 
position God desired Mary to hold in the world after the fall of 
man into sin. In this great battle we should place ourselves at 
Mary’s side; let us stand beneath her banner and our victory is 
assured. Our intimate attachment to Mary’s kingdom on earth 
terminates in our possession of the kingdom of heaven. 


“All Generations Shall Call Me Blessed.” 


What is Mary’s position in the Old Law and in the life of 
Jesus? The entire genealogy refers to Mary “of whom was born 
Jesus, who is called Christ.” The patriarchs regarded her as their 
queen and she was announced by the prophets; everything in the 
Old Law is a prototype of her who was to bring salvation to the 
world. 

At length dawned the golden hour of the Immaculate Con- 
ception; Satan is conquered, Mary comes into the world as ruler 
and mistress, procede et regna, “come forth and rule,” is now her 
position in life. “Who is she?” the angels ask one another; “she 
grows up like a cedar in Libanus.” The archangel comes bring- 
ing from heaven the salutation, “Ave Maria;” he announces the 
glad tidings of the Incarnation of the Son of God. By her faith 
and free consent the Word is made flesh, she is the Mother of 
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God; the highest position and dignity to which a creature can be 
raised is attained by her; at the same time she is the Mother of 
the Eternal King, and therefore she is also the Queen. Elizabeth 
realizes Mary’s position, calls her blessed and says, “Those things 
shall be accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord.” 
Mary herself gives all honor to God, and announces, “All gen- 
erations shall call me blessed.” Her position now is to be insep- 
. arably united with Jesus who is subject to her. At her intercession, 
Jesus works miracles of grace and miracles of nature. 

In the accomplishment of the mysteries of the redemption, 
Mary’s position is beneath the cross; she becomes the cooperatrix 
of the Redeemer. If it is said of her Son: regnat a ligno Deus, 
“The King rules from the cross,” it can be said of Mary, the 
Queen of martyrs, that she rules from the foot of the cross. The 
Son announces to mankind her new position: Ecce mater tua, 


“Behold thy Mother,” O mankind! 


Mary, the Mother of the Church. 


In Holy Church Mary has the position of Mother; she is 
the Mother and dispensatrix of all the graces of Jesus Christ. 
As Jesus came through Mary, so everything in the Church is done 
by Mary — procede et regna; Throughout the twenty centuries 
she reigns as Queen of the universe and as Mother of the Church. 
How beautifully St. Cyril of Alexandria at the Council of Ephesus 
characterizes her position saying: “Through thee is the Most 
Holy Trinity glorified and the holy cross honored and extolled 
throughout the world. Through thee do the heavens rejoice and 
the angels exult. Through thee the evil spirits are put to flight 
and man passes from slavery into heaven. Through thee the 
idolators have come to know the truth of the Incarnation and 
the faithful received baptism; through thee churches have been 
erected the world over and through thy aid the heathens have 
been brought to conversion. Through thee, finally, the only-be- 
gotten Son of God, the Source of all light illumined the eyes of 
those who were in darkness and in the shadows of death.” This 
is the Catholic doctrine of the Fathers regarding Mary’s position 
in the Church to the end of time. 

Her position in heaven is nearest the throne of her Son before 
whom all knees shall bend. She is the Queen of mercy, the 
interceding omnipotence, the dispensatrix of all graces, the help 
of Christians, the constant leader of the Church militant to victory 
in the battle against the anti-Christ; she is the consolation of the 
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poor souls in purgatory and the Queen and the bliss of angels 
and saints in heaven. 


Mary, the Conqueror of Heresies. 


In our times likewise, God desires especially through Mary 
to lead His Church to victory, in order to show the world that she 
is the Queen of the universe and the conqueror of every heresy. 
The less hope of victory there is from a human point of view, the 
more gloriously will it follow through Mary and her angels, that 
men may thereby realize the power and goodness of Mary, and 
through her Jesus Christ as the only true God, and the Catholic 
Church as His only true kingdom. 

May there be through Mary again one shepherd and one fold 
upon earth, and may you, too, dear reader, through Mary once 
be received into the ever-lasting joys, into the triumphant union 
of the one eternal Shepherd and the eternally happy fold united 
with Him, where we shall eternally praise her position as Queen 
of that kingdom which is everlasting. O blissful word: et regni 
ejus non erit finis, and His and her kingdom will never end — 
in patria, in our heavenly home and in the family of God. 


QOS SS 


The May Flowers. 





“| R. George Bentley, the well-known proprietor of the 
Glenaroe estate, Ireland, who, from an unbeliever, 
had become a prodigy of grace and a fervent, prac- 
tical Catholic, disclosed to a friend in confidence, 
that his conversion was brought about by this very 
occurrence. One morning during the month of May, 1868; he 
had been Strolling leisurely along the valley, admiring the richness 
of the vegetation and the varied and beautiful tints of verdure 
displayed by the young crops. The sun shone gloriously, just 
then revealing a thousand new beauties and gilding the graceful 
spire of the valley church, which seemed in the distance, to rest 
against the blue sky. As he drank in the loveliness of the land- 
scape, he dared not at that moment aver to himself — sceptic as he 
was — that creation had no Lord, no Deity, ruling and regulating 
all. Everything on which his eye rested gave evidence of the 
contrary. 

A something, an undefined uneasiness began to steal over 
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him, when, suddenly, he was aroused from his reverie by the 
merry prattle of children, and the hurried patter of tiny feet. On 
turning round, he perceived three little girls, with baskets full of 
wild flowers, which they had gathered on the hill-side. Such 
sweet pictures of innocence did their childish faces reveal, that 
the man of the world was touched by their artless simplicity. 

“Good morning, children,” he said. 

“Good morning, sir,” replied the little ones shyly. 

“And may I ask your names?” 

“My name is Clara Dee,” replied the eldest, “and this is my 
sister, Florrie, and this is Annie Wall, our cousin,” added she, 
pointing to each of her little companions. 

“Pray, where are you going with the flowers?” he continued. 

.“Oh, we want them for Holy Mother’s altar!” 

“And who is Holy Mother?” persisted the questioner, more 
from a wish to hear their innocent replies, than through any 
desire to be enlightened on the subject. 

“Oh, she’s Holy Mother, the Blessed Virgin and the Mother 
of God!” gushed forth the merry trio in one breath. “And don’t 
you know, sir?” they queried with a naive boldness which their 
childishness alone could excuse. 

To this artless interrogatory he gave no answer, but desired 
the children to call at his house every morning during the month 
for flowers, which his gardener would be sure to give them. They 
promised to do so, saying, “Thank you, sir; we'll tell Holy 
Mother you gave them to her altar, sir;’ then the little flower- 
gatherers ran off joyously, leaving George Bentley to pursue 


his way. 
“Don’t You Know?” 


Those simple words of the children awoke in him a new 
train of thought. The innocent query “don’t you know,” un- 
wittingly uttered, touched a secret chord in his slumbering soul, 
and the mingled look of wonder and pity that seemed to him 


to accompany them, haunted him everywhere. Yes, indeed, he. 


had known assuredly, in his childhood, who God and His Holy 
Mother were, but a fifteen years’ residence abroad — until 
summoned at his uncle’s death to inherit his property — and 
the blighting influence of sceptical acquaintances had sapped 
his belief in everything religious. All creeds were alike ignored 
by him — in fact he nursed his infidelity, arming himself against 
all that could, directly or indirectly, overthrow his scepticism. 
In a word, he was confessedly an unbeliever. 
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Now, this incident, trifling in itself, but undoubtedly provi- 
dential, set him thinking. Every morning, during May, the 
three little girls might be seen returning from the “great house” 
with their offerings for Our Lady’s altar, and every evening they 
and their companions knelt with their teacher to pray for the 
“kind gentleman,” whose acquaintance they had so casually made. 

Mr. Bentley felt an unaccountable longing to see where the 
little ones placed their floral gifts, but was careful not to evince 
to their observant eyes too great an anxiety on that point. How- 
ever, a favorable opportunity was soon afforded him of gratifying 
his curiosity. One afternoon he happened to pass by the 
Glenaroe Chapel, just as Benediction was about to begin. At 
that moment one of his little acquaintances, Florrie Dee, caught 
a glimpse of his hat which she recognized, and, whispering to 
Clara, both children hastened to invite him in. Seeing him about 
to hesitate, they urged, saying, “Do, please, sir, the Blessed Virgin 
will be so glad.” 

The request appeared to him such a novel one that he 
allowed himself to be passively led inside the church, but did 
not kneel at first. 

Mrs. Howard, the teacher, took her seat at the harmonium 
and commenced the litany of the Blessed Virgin, which the 
school children sang in tones of such tender piety that, by an 
irresistible impulse the unbeliever knelt. Then followed the 
Tantum ergo, but George Bentley, as yet determined to steel 
himself against all religious influences, tried not to hear the 
whisperings of conscience. 


Suddenly the Darkness of Infidelity Melted. 


Father Clifford could hardly contain his surprise when he 
saw the man of no creed kneeling at the end of the church, but 
prudently made no advance just then. When he met him shortly 
after, his manner was as usual, cold and reserved, nor did he 
appear to heed the humble, respectful salutation of the good priest. 

Next evening, at the same hour, Mr. Bentley, as if taking 
a quiet walk, stepped into the church, uninvited, to hear the 
children singing. He knelt and listened, but, as yet, did not 
pray, except with the still voices of those unconscious heart- 
yearnings that refuse to be silenced. Again, the sweet, soothing 
ftrains of the litany — again the grand, faith-reviving Tantum 
ergo, while the fragrant incense floated through the church like 
a living presence. 











It was the moment of grace at last. When the priest raised 
the Sacred Host, suddenly the darkness and infidelity of years 
melted from the soul of the sceptic and he bowed with the 
children before that altar — a very child in his fully re-awakened 
faith — a perfect convert. 

The lights were one by one extinguished and all had passed 
from the church, save one man, who beckoned to the sexton and 
desired him to ask the priest if he could speak to him. He got 
a ready invitation to the sacristy, where Father Clifford had the 
consolation of hearing from the convert’s own lips the secret of 
his happy and marvellous change. 
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He made a contrite confession, and after a fresh course of 
_ religious instruction, had the happiness of receiving the Bread of 
Lifé, for the first time in over fifteen years, on the last day of 
Our Lady’s month. He attributed all to the powerful intercession 
of the “Refuge of Sinners” and the innocent pleadings of the 
children who had prayed for him in that humble village church. 


DO DHOS SS 


Power of the Magnificat. 





O give thanks to God for the graces bestowed upon the 
Blessed Virgin, all children of Mary, following the example 
of numerous saints, will often recite the Magnificat; it is 

the only prayer we have that was composed by the Blessed 
Virgin. The learned Gerson says that Our Lady repeated it 
frequently, especially when making her thanksgiving after Holy 
Communion. Benzonius, in explaining the Magnificat mentions 
many miracles that were wrought in virtue of this prayer, and 
says that the demons tremble and flee when they hear the words: 
“He hath showed might in His arm; He hath scattered the proud 
in the conceit of their heart.” 

“Caesarius tells of a monk who had great devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin and with special preference often said the Magni- 
ficat. Seven days before his death the Mother of God appeared 
and revealed to him the exact time of his approaching departure; 
she then gave him her blessing. On the seventh day, when this 
devout monk lay in his last agony, Mary again appeared to him 
in presene of the prior of the monastery, accompanied by the 
Saint of saints, and followed by hosts of angels. She remained 
with him, until the holy man with inexpressible joy had breathed 
forth his spirit. 

Cardinal Jacques de Vitry relates in the life of Marie d’ Oignies, 
that when on her death-bed she Still sang the Magnificat; the 
Mother of God appeared and reminded her to ask for the sacra- 
ment of extreme unction. Mary in company with her Divine 
Son Himself and several saints, remained at her side until she 
breathed her last. 

St. Anselm relates that he had been prostrated with illness 
at different times, suffering great pain, and each time he was 
cured by praying the Magnificat. 











“Hail Mary, Full of Grace.” 





Py ge S the beautiful month of May is at hand, we will 
“IN S } relate a fact that proves on the one hand, Mary’s 
, 4} love, goodness and power, and on the other is an 
appropriate inducement to increase and support 
7 a= our devotion to the immaculate Virgin and glorious 
Mother of God. The details of this incident were published by 
a priest of Lancashire on Nov. 9, 1892, in the “Catholic Times” 
of London. He wrote the following: 

“An honest laborer called at my rectory one evening not 
long ago. He stated that he was no Catholic, but would be very 
grateful if I would call to see his wife who had consumption, and 
who he feared, could not live long any more. I asked him 
whether she was a Catholic. He replied that she was not, but 
that she insisted on seeing me, and would not hear of a minister 
of any other denomination. 

“I at once accompanied the man, and found his home in one 
of the poorest districts of the city. The poor invalid welcomed 
me heartily. She at once declared that she felt convinced of the 
truth of the Catholic Church, and asked me to instruct her in 
our religion. I was surprised at her request as none of her 
friends, relatives or neighbors were Catholics. I asked her whether 
she was really aware that I was a Catholic priest. She answered 
in the affirmative, and added that she was perfectly conscious 
of what she was saying and doing. Then without delay I began 
to instruct her, and was surprised how readily she comprehended 
the teachings of our holy religion. 

“Eagerly and with untiring interest she listened to every 
word I said, and she easily remembered what she learned. With 
regard to confession and Holy Communion she had no difficulty 
and she longed for the time when she would be sufficiently 
prepared to receive the sacraments. As there was no immediate 
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danger of death, I took sufficient time to prepare her well. After 
six weeks she made her first confession, then, as her life neared 
its close, she received the last sacraments, and soon afterwards 
died a happy and edifying death. 

“She had also induced her husband to solemnly promise to 
take instructions in the Catholic religion, and to send their two 
children, a boy and a girl, to the Catholic church and school. 
The man kept his promise faithfully. He attributed his conversion 
principally to the extraordinary patience and cheerfulness with 
which his wife endured her painful illness. I had not the least 
doubt that her conversion was sincere, and am convinced that 
when she died she was a Catholic with her whole heart. 

“Surprised at the visible graces that God bestowed on this 
poor woman, I| was naturally curious to learn by what she had 
merited them. I therefore asked her one day whether she had 
ever been to a Catholic church before she fell sick. She replied 
in the negative. ‘Did you ever speak to a Catholic priest?’ 
‘No, Father.’ ‘Do you know how to pray the Our Father? 
‘Father, I do not know this prayer, nor the Apostles’ Creed.’ 
‘Well, do you know any other prayer?’ At first she said she did 
not. Then I asked whether she never prayed evenings before 
going to sleep. She replied smiling and with hesitation, which 
plainly indicated that she doubted whether that which she was 
about to mention deserved the name of prayer or not. ‘When 
I was a little girl,’ she said, ‘I often played with some Catholic 
children, and from them I picked up some words which, as long 
as I can remember, I said every evening before going to bed.’ 

“And now she repeated the words: It was: ‘Hail Mary, full 
of grace.’ The mystery was soived. Our Heavenly Mother had 
in the hour of death claimed her own.” 


OOOO SS 


The Irish Fathers and the Ancient Irish Church 


on Devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 





HE heart of the Irish Catholic will dilate in gratitude to God 

for the true faith, as he reads the testimony of the ancient 

Irish Church on devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
“The Irish Church! How sweet that dear name! The Church 
of St. Patrick and of St. Brigid. The Irish Church, dearer to us 
than life, the Church for which our forefathers gave up their all— 
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nay, shed their blood. The learning of modern Irish scholars has 
brought to light many valuable documents, which prove that our 
forefathers cherished a most tender and holy devotion to the 
Mother of God. 

“The able Irish scholar, Eugene O’Curry, translated and 
published a litany of the Blessed Virgin, preserved in the ‘Leabhar 
Breac,’ which he pronounced to be ‘as old, at least, as the middle 
of the eighth century.’ This litany contains all the exalted titles 


and glories of the Mother of God.” 


Kinane. 


Ancient Irish Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


O Great Mary. 

O Mary the greatest of Martyrs. 

O greatest of Women. 

O Queen of the Angels. 

O Mistress of the Heavens. 

O Woman full and replete with the 
grace of the Holy Ghost. 

O Blessed and most Blessed. 

O Mother of Eternal Glory. 

O Mother of the Heavenly and Earthly 
Church. 

O Mother of Love and Indulgence. 

O Mother of the Golden Heights. 

O Honor of the Sky. 

O Sign of Tranquility. 

O Graceful like the Dove. 

O Serene like the Moon. 

O Resplendent like the Sun. 

O Destruction of Eve’s Disgrace. 

O Regeneration of Life. 

O Beauty of Women. 

O Chief of the Virgins. 

O Enclosed Garden. 

O Closely-locked Fountain. 

O Mother of God. 

O Perpetual Virgin. 

O Serene Virgin. 

O Prudent Virgin. 

O Chaste Virgin. 


O Temple of the Living God. 

O Gate of Heaven. 

O Golden Casket. 

O Couch of Love and Mercy. 

O Temple of the Divinity. 

O Beauty of Virgins. 

O Mistress of the Tribes. 

O Cleansing of the Sins. 

O Washing of the Souls. 

O Mother of the Orphans. 

O Breast of the Infants. 

O Solace of the Wretched. 

O Star of the Sea. 

O Handmaid of God. 

O Mother of Christ. 

O Resort of the Lord. 

O Royal Throne of the Eternal King. 
O Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 

O Virgin of the Root of Jesse. 

O Cedar of Mount Lebanon. 

O Cypress of Mount Sion. 

O Crimson Rose of the Land of Jacob. 
O Blooming of the Olive Tree. 

O Glorious Son-bearer. 

O Light of Nazareth. 

O Glory of Jerusalem. 

O Beauty of the Word. 

O Noblest born of the Christian Flock. 
O Queen of Life. 


O Ladder of Heaven, hear the petitions of the poor; spurn not the wounds 


and groans of the miserable. 


Let our devotions and our sighs be carried through thee to the Creator, 
because we are not worthy of being heard because of our evil deserts. 
O powerful Mistress of heaven and earth, dissolve our trespasses and our 


sins; destroy our wickedness and our corruptions: raise the fallen, the debilitated, 
and the fettered, loose the condemned; repair through thyself the transgressions 
of our immoralities and our vices; bestow upon us through thyself the blossoms 
and ornaments of good actions and virtues; appease for us before the Judge by 
thy voice and thy supplications; allow us not to be carried off from thee among 
the spoils of our enemies; allow not our soul to be condemned, but take us to 
thyself forever under thy protection. 


REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that prtente revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Chureh has not decided upon them, 
elaim only human eredence. 











“4| HEN we speak of Mary we speak of Jesus; speaking 
of her grandeur we speak of God’s own grandeur. 
After God, nothing in heaven or on earth is greater 
than Mary,” says the devout Cardinal de Berulle. 
How sweet Thy name, O Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
How consoling to the heart of the Christian in this cold world to 
write of Thee, to speak of Thee, to think of Thee: the saints 
know what it is to love Thee, O Sacred Heart of Jesus! After 
God, after Jesus who is God, the next dearest name on earth 
below or in heaven above is the sweet name of Mary, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. In innocent childhood the first 
names we learned to lisp at our mother’s knee were the dear 
names of Jesus and Mary; in youth, in manhood, in old age, 
these sweet names, Jesus and Mary, are ever on the tongue of the 
devout Christian. When dying, when about to appear before the 
awtiul tribunal of God, the last words which our faltering tongues 
shall whisper, we pray God, will be Jesus and Mary. 





Sweet Name of Mary. 


Oh, how dear and sweet is the name Blessed Virgin, and 
every other holy title conferred upon Mary by the Church of 
God — these fond names too numerous to mention, but familiar 


es 








———. 
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to every Catholic from his childhood. We love to pronounce 
these holy titles of our dear Mother; we love to call her Mother 
of God, Mother of Christ, Mother most pure, Health of the Weak, 
Refuge of Sinners, Comfortress of the Afflicted, Mary Immaculate, 
Mother of Mercy. How often in our lives have we not felt the 
powertlul efficacy of these tender names? How often has not the 
Refuge of Sinners obtained from Jesus the bitter tears of sorrow 
and repentance for the hardened sinner? How often has not the 
Comfortress of the Afflicted poured the balm of consolation into 
the wounded breast? Yes, the tender Mother of mercy loves to 
help the suffering and to console the sorrowing. The poor are 
consoled and resigned in their poverty and privations when they 
call to mind that at the birth of the Redeemer of the world the 
Blessed Virgin was poor, friendless, and homeless; Jesus had not 
whereon to rest His head. In the greatest sufferings, whether of 
mind or body, in the very .pains of death, the Mother of sorrows 
is the model and the consolation of the Christian. How often in 
the exercise of our holy ministry have we not witnessed the most 
serene peace of the soul, nay, the tears of joy, amidst the most 
exquisite sufferings, when the poor dying penitent was reminded 
of Mary at the foot of the Cross, her sinless heart bleeding and 
breaking at the sufferings of her dying Son Jesus! The very name 
of Mary Immaculate makes us blush at our past sins, and is a 
sermon upon the holy virtue of purity. 


Mary, the Mother of God. 


The exalted dignity of the Blessed Virgin is contained in 
these simple words — she is the Mother of God, Mother of the 
Son of God made man, Mother of the Word made Flesh. The 
more we meditate on, the more we study the profound mysteries 
of the Incarnation, the more noble, the more exalted, the more 
holy become our ideas of the dignity and of the sanctity of the 
Blessed Virgin. The Blessed Virgin is the Mother of God; for 
she is the Mother of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ is God. When 
the time of man’s redemption had come, the Holy Ghost formed 
from the purest blood of Mary’s heart, the body of Jesus Chris; 
a perfect human soul was created by the Almighty, and joined 
to this body, thus forming the Humanity. At the same instant 
the Eternal Word, the Son of God, the Second Person of the 
adorable Trinity descended from heaven, and was hypostatically 
united to the Humanity, thus being one Divine Person, in two 
distinct natures. In Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, 
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there is but one Person, and that the Divine Person; the Blessed 
Virgin is the Mother of Jesus Christ, in the strictest sense, there- 
fore, she is the natural Mother of God. 

In the mystery of the Incarnation we find the source and 
fountain of all the honors and privileges bestowed upon the 
Blessed Virgin; all is contained in these simple words — she is 
the Mother of God, the Mother of Jesus Christ the Redeemer of 
the World. “In one respect,” says Dr. Newman, “she (the Blessed 
Virgin) surpasses all even possible creatures, viz. that she is the 
Mother of her Creator. It is this awful title which both illustrates 
and connects together the two great prerogatives, her sanctity 
and her greatness. It is the issue of her sanctity; it is the source 
of her greatness. What dignity can be too great to attribute to 
her who is so closely bound up, as intimately one with the 
Eternal Word, as a mother is with a son? What outfit of sanctity, 
what fulness and redundance of grace, what exuberance of merits 
must have been hers! Is it surprising then that on the one hand 
she should be immaculate in her conception? or on the other 
that she should be exalted as a queen with a crown of twelve 
Stars? Men sometimes wonder that we call her Mother of life, of 
mercy, of salvation; what are all these titles compared to that 
one name, Mother of God?” 

Compared to God the Blessed Virgin is but a mere crea- 
ture, and hence, of course, infinitely below and inferior to her 
Creator; for between God and every creature, the Blessed Virgin 
included, there always must be an infinite distance. Supreme 
homage we pay to God alone; but compared to other creatures, 
the sublime and inconceivable dignity of being the Mother of God 
raises the Blessed Virgin supereminently above all the saints, 
above the highest angels, above the most sublime seraphim, above 
everything whatever is less than God. Let the great St. John 
Chrysostom, born early as the year 347, speak. “The Blessed 
Virgin,” writes the saint, “was a great miracle. Who at any 
time was ever found, or could be found, greater or more illus- 
trious than she? She alone exceeds in greatness the heavens and 
the earth. Who could be holier than the Blessed Virgin? Not 
the prophets, not the apostles, not the martyrs, not the patriarchs, 
not the angels, not the thrones, not the dominations, not the 
seraphim, not the cherubim; not, finally, any creature, visible or 
invisible, could be found greater or more exalted than she. She 
is at the same time the handmaid of God, a Virgin, and Mother 


of God.” 











m) 


oN California, a steamer lay in the harbor of Havre 
ready to sail. It was crowded with passengers and 
counted among the number twenty-two Protestants. 

= The majority of those who were going to America 
were bound for California, to seek for gold and to make their 
fortune. It had probably occurred to but few of these passengers 
that there are treasures far more precious, far more worthy of 
being sought, than all the gold and silver, yea, than all the wealth 
of gems and jewels of the old and new world combined. 

There happened to be on board the vessel a poor servant 
of Christ, one of those missionaries who year after year travel 
to all parts of the world, not to seek gold, but to gain souls 
for Christ. 

The weather was very unfavorable during the voyage. Two 
heavy storms had already been encountered, when on Feb. 2d, 
a third and Still more violent storm burst forth. During the 
Storm the vessel was driven with great violence against another 
ship. The captain abandoned all hope of saving the passengers 
and crew. All considered themselves lost and were momentarily 
expecting death. 

In this supreme peril the priest called out to his companions, 
“Have confidence, my brethren! This is the feast of the Puri- 
fication. Let us with lively faith invoke the Mother of God that 
she may graciously watch over and protect us today and during 
the remainder of our voyage! — But there are also Protestants 
among us. — Are they also willing henceforth to choose Mary 
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for their mother and to venerate her as such, if she delivers us 
from this danger?” 

“Yes, yes!” shouted all unanimously. They now prayed 
fervently, and behold God was pleased to hear their ardent sup- 
plication. At the intercession of His Blessed Mother, our Lord 
miraculously saved them. The storm ceased, all danger was past, 
and the passengers once more breathed freely. The joy and 
gratitude they manifested on being so unexpectedly saved from 
extreme peril is indescribable. 

The non-Catholic passengers were deeply moved. They kept 
their promise faithfully and begged the pious missionary to 
inftruct them in devotion to the Mother of God. They also 
requested to be instructed in the Catholic religion, made a pro- 
fession of the Catholic creed, and were baptized conditionally, in 
case their former baptism should have been invalid. Soon after- 
wards they received with great fervor the sacraments of penance 
and Holy Eucharist. 


DODDS HS 


From the “Golden Book.” 





We Perform All Our Actions with Mary. 


HAT is to say, we must in all our actions regard Mary 
as the accomplished model of every virtue and per- 
fection, she must be for us the perfect model which we 
try to imitate according to our ability and weakness. 

We should, therefore, in every action consider how Mary has done 
it, or how she would have done it, had she been in our place. 
For this end, it is well to examine and meditate on the sublime 
virtues which she practiced during her life, and particularly, first 
of all, her lively faith, by which she believed without hesitation the 
angel’s word, and believed it faithfully and constantly up to the 
foot of the cross. Secondly, her profound humility, which made 
her hide herself, hold her peace, submit to everything, and put 
herself the last of all. Thirdly, her immaculate purity, which has 
never had its equal under heaven. 

“Blessed are they,” says Mary to us in the words of Holy 
Scripture, “who keep my ways, who imitate my virtues, and with 
the grace of God walk in my footsteps. They are blessed already 
in this life by the superabundance of grace and consolation which 
| impart to them from my abundance. They are still more 








Tabernacle and Purgatory. 21 


blessed in death, at which I am usually present myself, to assist, 
and to lead them to eternal joys, and for this reason, their death 
is usually so sweet and peaceful. Blessed, finally, shall they be 
throughout eternity, because never has one of my faithful servants, 
who during life imitated my virtues, been lost.” 


We Perform All Our Actions through Mary. : 


We perform all our actions through Mary when we obey her 
in all things; or in other words, we permit the Holy Ghost to 
guide and rule us in all things. For, as Mary was never led by 
her own spirit, but always by the Holy Ghost, who from the first 
moment of her Immaculate Conception made Himself her Lord 
and Master, so should we also endeavor, in all things, to obey 
the inspirations of the Holy Ghost. These sentiments are ex- 
pressed by St. Ambrose when he says, “Let the soul of Mary be 
in each of us to magnify the Lord, and the spirit of Mary in 
each of us to rejoice in God.” 

‘A soul is happy, indeed, when it is all possessed and ruled 
by the spirit of Mary, a spirit meek and strong, zealous and 
prudent, humble and courageous, pure and profound. Happy 
the soul, who in all things is dependent on, and obedient to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, to whom the Child Jesus was subject; such 
a one has found true wisdom, and the Holy Ghost dwells in him. 

In order that the soul may let itself be guided by Mary’s 
spirit, it must first of all renounce its own spirit, its own views 
and its own will, before doing or undertaking anything else. For 
example, when we pray or hear Mass or receive Holy Communion, 
we should unite ourselves with our Heavenly Mother, and through 
her and with her receive Holy Communion and assist at Mass; 
otherwise the darkness of our spirit, and the corruption and 
wickedness of our own will, however good they may appear to 
us, would put an obstacle to the spirit of Mary. 


Moved and Influenced by Her Spirit. 


Furthermore, we must deliver ourselves to Mary, to be moved 
and influenced by her spirit as she chooses. We must place 
ourselves, as it were, in her virginal hands, and leave ourselves 
to her like a tool in the hand of a workman, or a lute in the 
hands of a skilful player. We must lose ourselves, and abandon 
ourselves to her, like a stone one throws into the sea, which, 
however, must be done simply and in an instant, by one glance 
of the mind, by one little movement of the will, or even verbally, 








by saying for example, “O my dearest Mother, I renounce myself; 
I give myself to thee entirely, and through thee, to my dear 
Jesus, with all that I am and have, now and forever.” This is a 
real union of our will and our spirit with Mary, and although we 
may not feel any sensible sweetness in this act, it is nevertheless 
real and effective, and will yet bring forth magnificent fruits, if 
we but remain faithful and not neglect this easy and loving practice. 

Blessed Grignon recommends to us that we make this act 
of renunciation of our will and offering to Mary, not only when 
we begin anything, but that during and after our occupation, we 
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from time to time renew this act. He says, the more we do so, 
the more will we be sanctified, and the sooner we will attain to 
union with Jesus Christ, because the spirit of Mary is the spirit 
of Jesus. 

The “Golden Book” is a treasure which enshrines a secret 
beyond all price. It is the secret of True Devotion to Mary, 
which, when once understood, will be a source of happiness 
and content, while it leads the soul along a secure path to its 
eternal salvation. This secret has been revealed to the world 
by the Holy Ghost, through BI. Grignon de Montfort, the prophet 
and apostle of “The Reign of Jesus through Mary.” 


SUBSCRIPTION PREMIUMS. 


For 3 new subscriptions to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ paid 
in advance, we will mail you a copy of the “Golden Book,’’ in 
excellent type, black binding, red edges; or if preferred, a gilded 
statue, height 6 in. 

For 5 new subseriptions paid in advance, a copy of the ‘‘Golden 
Book,”’ in leather binding, gilt edges; or a gold-chain rosary, 
with five years guarantee. 

For 6 new subscriptions paid in advance, an ivory finish 
eomposition statue, 10 inches high. 

For 8 new subscriptions paid in advance, a copy of the book, 
‘‘Father Paul of Moll.’’ 

For 10 new subscriptions paid in advance, a gold-chain 
rosary, ten years guarantee. 

After the subscription price has been received, the rosaries 
will be blessed: and forwarded to you. 


QOD SO 


St. Joseph’s Academy. 





ROM the very beginning of their foundation in 
this country, the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Mo., have conducted a boarding 
school for girls. Until recently, lack of space per- 
mitted only a limited number of pupils to be 

received, but the new spacious building will easily accommodate 

from 80 to 100 pupils. 
COURSES of instruction embrace: 


The Primary, and Preparatory Department of eight grades. 
The Academic Department and Commercial Course. 
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Music Department: vocal and instrumental. 

Art Department: drawing and painting. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION is, in the first place, given by the Rev. 
convent chaplain, usually half an hour three times a week. A 
thorough knowledge of the Catholic -religion is without doubt 
one of the greatest spiritual benefits, and in order that our pupils 
may live in an exclusively Catholic atmosphere, Protestant 
Students are not admitted to the convent school. Opportunity 
is afforded the pupils for daily Holy Communion. Parents who 
are solicitous for their children’s welfare can bestow on them no 
greater benefit than that of a thorough knowledge of their holy 
faith together with a solid Catholic training. This is the main 
object of our Academy, in which a cheerful, happy spirit should 
prevail. 

HEALTHFUL LOCATION. Convent and school have the ad- 
vantage of being situated in a very healthful locality. The gently 
sloping elevation of the northwestern part of Missouri is, according 
to Government Statistics, considered one of the most healthful 
regions in the United States. Woods and hills afford ample and 
attractive places for walks and recreation. As a rule, the pupils 
enjoy excellent health. And, in fact, for the last thirty-five years 
no contagious diseases have made their appearance. Aside from 
God’s special protection, this must doubtless be attributed to the 
healthful climate. 

FRESH AIR. Our new Academy building has spacious, well- 
ventilated rooms, with an abundance of light and sunshine. There 
are no basement rooms, which are usually filled with damp 
air. No pupil is obliged to sleep in a garret or attic; the dor- 
mitories are large, airy, and flooded with sunshine, the same as 
the schoolrooms. 

WHOLESOME NOURISHMENT. Another very important matter 
is proper nourishment. As our Academy is situated in the 
country, pupils are daily provided with the best of fresh and 
wholesome nourishment from the dairy and poultry yard, while 
gardens and orchards supply vegetables and fruit abundantly. 


In order to enable parents of limited means likewise to give 
their daughters a good, practical and Catholic education, our 
terms are moderate: one term $80.00 or $160.00 per school year. 
Further information will cheerfully be given by 

THE SISTER DIRECTRESS, 
ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY, CLYDE, MO. 








Pray for Priests! 





Seven Reasons Why We Should Pray for Priests. 


WS. ESUS CHRIST reque&Sts us to do so. Before our 
+ 4 Divine Savior ascended to heaven, He looked upon 
mE Pr ( the universe with its millions of human beings, all 

lave i heyy of whom were in need of conversiqn; and seeing 
Be S82) before Him but eleven apostles and a few disciples 
He said to them compassionately: “The harvest indeed is great 
but the laborers are few.” At the same time He mentioned the 
means that would remedy this deplorable condition, saying: “Pray 
ye the Lord of the harvest that He send forth laborers into His 
harvest.” 

2. It is the ardent wish of Mary. Mary desires to see many 
holy priests laboring in her vineyard. Every devout soul ought 
therefore to be resolved, for love of Mary, to obtain at least one 
priest from heaven by prayer, fasting, almsdeeds, and other good 
works. The rosary especially should be prayed for this intention. 

3. The admonition of Holy Church to pray for prie&ts. 
She has prescribed that on ember days all the faithful should 
fast and pray to obtain from God worthy priests. There are 
twelve ember days during the year, three in each season. It 
was customary that on those days the deacons were ordained 
priests. Pope Leo XIII. says, “Daily do 1 beseech God to send 
more laborers into His vineyard.” 


4. The di&tress of pagan nations. The world over there 
are about a thousand million souls who are not Christians. If 
20,000 of these souls depended on but one missionary, there 
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would be 50,000 missionaries required. In reality, however, there 
are but 13,000 priests and about 50,000 brothers, nuns and 
catechists, who are laboring at the conversion of pagan countries. 
Provided this work of conversion proceeds at its present rate, it 
would take 4,000 years before these poor heathens would be 
brought into the Catholic Church. Let us help to convert them 
by obtaining missionaries through our prayers! 


5. The immeasurable value of souls. St. Chrysostom says, 
“The value of the whole world cannot be compared to the value 
of one soul.” Every year about thirty millions of pagans die; 
and what becomes of these thirty millions of immortal souls? 
Oh, let us help to save them by our supplications for priests! 


6. Our own advantage. Those who obtain by their good 
works and prayers for another the vocation to the priesthood, 
participate in all the good works this priest later on performs. 
What a reward will not Jesus and Mary once bestow on us if 
we have rendered so great a service to Him and His Church. 


7. The present terrible war. This dreadful war in Europe 
will be the cause of a great scarcity of priests. In France there 
are, according to French reports, 13,441 priests engaged in active 
military service. The number who were killed, wounded and 
imprisoned, is already more than 9,000. There were 12,404 of 
the clergy appointed to care for the sick and wounded, who may 
yet be sent to the trenches or fighting lines. Only from 8,000 
to 10,000 aged and feeble priests were left to attend to the 
parishes at home. How sad must therefore be the condition of 
the Church in France. Sad to say many French missionaries 
had to leave their fields of labor, coming as far as from Japan 
and Alaska to enter the ranks of the fighting troops. The con- 
dition of priests in Italy is similar, as the Italian government does 
not spare the priests, and sends them to the battlefield and to 
death. In Austria and Germany all priests are exempted from 
military service; but the students of theology or candidates for 
the priesthood have to serve in the war. Consequently, after 
the war is over, there will be a great scarcity of priests, and a 
Sill greater scarcity of students of theology, a state of affairs 
which will inflict deep wounds on our holy mother, the Church. 

Even in the United States we will have to suffer from these 
effects for we must remember that formerly many students and 
theologians came from Europe, and after their ordination labored 
as parish priests or missionaries in our country. 
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Who is Vocated ? 


The Lord grants the vocation to the priesthood. He Himself 
chooses His servants. There are, however, certain marks by 
which a vocation may be recognized. A youth who aspires to 
the priesthood must be devout, for a priest must be a man of 
God and as such, a man of prayer. Chastity is necessary: “Sa- 
cerdos aut ca&tos, aut nihil,” say the holy fathers; that is to 
say, if a priest is not chaste, he is no priest, or at least not 
deserving the name of priest. 

Finally, a candidate for the priesthood must possess true 
charity. As a future priest he must be the mediator between 
God and man, and as such he must have charity and a merciful 
heart, as our Savior likewise was full of charity and mercy for 
poor, sinful humanity. A student for the priesthood should, of 
course, be sufficiently talented, though rare talent is not required. 
With diligence and perseverance a student can have quite a 
success in the study of theological science. The South, the 
great West and the North of the United States is still in need 
of many good priests. Experience teaches that practical and 
devout priests do an immeasurable amount of good in these parts 
of the country. 


Therefore, Let Us Pray for Good Priests! God Wills It! 


“Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that He send forth laborers 
into His harvest.” Oh, let us pray daily, let us pray at every 
Mass and Communion, that God may grant the grace of a vo- 
cation to the priesthood to many pious youths. What an im- 
measurable reward will be yours, dear reader, what sweet conso- 
lation for you in the hour of death, to know that you continue 
to live in the priest and in his labors, as you have by your good 
works and prayers obtained for him the holy vocation to the 
priesthood. 


One Example How the Lord Grants the Petition 
for Good Priests. 


Lady Vaughan, mother of the renowned Cardinal Vaughan 
of Westminister, London, had no greater ambition than to see 
all her children dedicate their lives to God’s service in the sacred 
ministry or in the convent. As she was convinced that a vocation 
to the priesthood or the religious life was a grace from God, she 
prayed with utmost fervor that her children might be granted 
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this grace. For this intention, for thirty years she daily prayed 
an hour before the Blessed Sacrament. And how was her petition 
granted? All her daughters, five in number, embraced the religious 
life; of her eight sons, six became priests, among them was a 
cardinal and two archbishops. 

Ah, if all pious mothers would in such a manner, pray fer- 
vently and perseveringly, the Lord would certainly grant the 
grace of a vocation to the holy priesthood to at least one of their 
sons, and soon there would no longer be a scarcity of priests. May 
the Lord grant it! 


QOS SS 


Don Bosco’s Devotion to the Help of Christians. 





whose feast is celebrated on the 24th of May, the 
saintly Don Bosco was wont most to venerate the 
Mother of our Lord. Numerous and wonderful 
were the favors thus obtained through her inter- 


Ae cis NDER the title of Our Lady Help of Christians, 
Nast 220: 
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cession. From many anecdotes related of him, whom we trust 
will yet be enrolled among the list of canonized saints, we select 


but two, hoping that their recital may inspire and increase de- 
votion to Our Lady Help of Christians. 


The Incredulous Physician. 


A physician, highly esteemed in the practice of his profession, 
presented himself one day at the oratory of St. Francis de Sales 
at Turin, and asked to speak with Don Bosco. He began rather 
brusquely : 

“They say that you are able to cure all sorts of maladies.” 

“1? Not at all!” 

“I have been assured of it; the names of several persons 
have been given me, as well as the nature of their diseases.” 

“A great many persons come here asking favors through the 
intercession of Our Lady Help of Christians. If, after a triduum 
or novena, they happen to be cured, I have nothing to do with 
it; the blessing is due to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin.” 

“Very well. Let her cure me also, and | shall believe in 
these miracles.” 

“And what is the nature of your malady?” asked Don Bosco. 

The physician told him that he was subject to epileptic 
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fits; and that for the last year he had been unable to go out 
alone, through fear of an accident. No remedies had been of 
avail, and therefore, like the rest, he had come to Don Bosco 
to seek a cure. 

“Well, then,” replied the holy man, “go on your knees, like 
the regi; recite with me some prayer, dispose yourself to be 
purified and strengthened by a good confession and Holy Com- 
munion, and the Blessed Virgin will console you.” 

“Command me to do anything else: this I cannot do.” 

“And why?” : 

“It would be hypocrisy on my part; for I believe neither in 
God nor the Blessed Virgin.” 

For a moment Don Bosco remained silent, but at length he 
found words powerful enough to induce the doctor to kneel down 
and make the sign of the cross. 

“I am astonished that I remember it so well,” said he; “for 
it is forty years since I made it.” 

After that it did not take long to persuade him to pray, and 
he finished by making his confession. A short time afterward 
he suddenly felt himself cured, and from that day on he never 
had a return of his malady. His gratitude had been sincere and 
lasting; for he had often returned to Turin to give thanks to 
Our Lady, who had cured both soul and body. 


Another Cure. 


One Saturday, in the month of May, 1869, a young girl 
named Maria Stardero, from the village of Vinovo, her eyes 
covered with a black bandage and led by two ladies, entered the 
church consecrated to the “Help of Christians” at Turin. She 
had been attacked about two years before by a malady of the 
eyes, so violent that it nearly. cost her her life. Utterly helpless 
as she was, she had been assisted by her aunt and a kind 
neighbor on the pilgrimage she had so earnestly undertaken. 
After a devout prayer before the altar of the Blessed Virgin, she 
asked to speak with Don Bosco, and the sexton summoned him 
from the sacristy. 

“How long have you been afflicted with this malady?” he 
inquired. 

“I have been a sufferer for two years,” she replied; “but it 
is only a year since I became blind.” 

“Have you consulted the physicians and applied remedies? 
What do the doctors say?” 
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“We have used,” replied the aunt, “all sorts of remedies; 
but nothing has given her the slightest relief. The doctors say 
her eyes are ruined. They give us no hope of a cure.” 

“Can you distinguish between large and small objects, child?” 

“I can distinguish nothing at all,” said Maria. 

“Untie the bandage,” said Don Bosco. And, placing the 
young girl in front of a well-lighted window, he continued: “Do 
you see the light through this window?” 

“Miserable me!” she exclaimed, “I see absolutely nothing.” 

“Do you wish to see?” 

“I desire it more than anything else in the world. The loss 
of sight would make me unhappy for the rest of my life.” 

“Will you use your eyes for the good of your soul, and not 
in offending Almighty God?” 

“I promise it with all my heart,” she answered, bursting into 
a fit of weeping. 

“Have confidence in the Holy Virgin, and she will assist you.” 

“I have confidence.” 

“You shall see. For the glory of God and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, name the object I hold in my hand.” 

The young girl fixed her sightless eyes on a certain spot 
before her and exclaimed: “I see!” 

“What do you see?” — “A medal.” 

“Of whom?” — “Of the Holy Virgin.” 

“Holy Virgin!” cried the aunt, “you really see, my child?” 

“Yes, yes, 1 see! O my God! The Holy Virgin has obtained 
for me this favor.” 

She now stretched forth her hand to take the medal; but it 
fell, and rolled into an obscure corner of the sacristy. The aunt 
was about to search for it, but Don Bosco would not permit her 
to do so. 

“Let us see,” he said, “whether the Blessed Virgin has ob- 
tained the perfect restoration of her sight.” 

The young girl found the medal without difficulty. Then, 
filled with joy she rushed out of the room; and without another 
word, she departed in all haste to Vinovo, accompanied by her 
aunt and her friend. But she soon returned to thank the Blessed 
Virgin and present an offering to her altar. 

Henceforward she experienced no difficulty with her eyes. 
And, singular to relate, the old aunt who had made the journey 
only with much difficulty, on account of rheumatism in her right 
shoulder, was completely cured of that complaint. 








Jesus with Us. 





rm moet HE great King of God’s new kingdom on earth 
a p) w4| lives personally, but mysteriously in our midst in 
paar the Holy Eucharist. Here shines the Sun of divine 
condescension and infinite love, here is the fullness 
ese} of all that is good and beautiful, of all that is 
worthy of our love and affection; here gushes forth the inex- 
haustible fountain of mercy, here blooms the paradise of de- 
vout souls, where they seek and find happiness in midst of the 
wretched world. 

As the angels in heaven hover about the throne of the 
Divine Lamb, as the seraphim sing without ceasing, the thrice 
‘Holy, holy, holy,’ thus does the Sister of Perpetual Adoration 
praise and adore upon His earthly throne, the great God con- 
cealed beneath the lowly species. 

Incomprehensibly great is the dignity of a priest. He stands 
in closest relation to the Most Blessed Sacrament. Without the 
priest there would be no Eucharist: without the priest It could 
not be dispensed. What power and dignity mus not the priest 
possess; and what happiness must be his that he is permitted to 
be so intimate with his Eucharistic God. 

For devout maidens there is likewise no more sublime and 
desirable vocation than that of a Sister of Perpetual Adoration. 
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She, too, stands in closest relationship with the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, indeed, her whole life is devoted to It. She is the happy 
soul who day and night has access to the throne of God, who 
sits at the Lord’s feet; she is the chosen one among thousands, 
who offers the Lord the homage of her sweetest praises and 
receives the most precious gifts from His hand. Happy, un- 
speakably happy, the Sister of Perpetual Adoration, who compre- 
hends the spirit of her vocation and lives according to it. 

Our convent of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Mo., lies in 
a solitary, secluded spot, away from the tumult and distractions 
of the world. We hereby cordially invite devout maidens to 
take up their abode near the tabernacle, to dedicate their young 
lives to our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

We mention a few points for consideration. Candidates 
must be from good families, should be devout and innocent, and 
are admitted from the sixteenth to the twenty-sixth or twenty- 
eighth year of age. They must also be healthy in body and 
mind; persons who are sickly are not suited for convent life and 
are not able to comply with the duties of holy adoration, nor 
can they fulfill their other obligations. Two or four sisters 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament for one hour, then other 
sisters take their place. Thus it goes on uninterruptedly from 
one day to the other, from one week to the other, from one 
year to the other. What a sublime life to live for our dear Lord 
hidden and unknown among the children of men. 

May the Heavenly Spouse in the tabernacle grant the grace 
of this sublime vocation to a great number of souls. 
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We Need Your Cooperation. 


This May issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” ushers in 
the twelfth volume of our periodical. “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
has a most noble aim and begins its twelfth year of labor with 
increasing zeal for 


Che Honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Would that each copy were a burning torch, capable of lighting 
up the hearts of men with love for the adorable Prisoner of our 
Tabernacles. If this were so, its second aim would be speedily 
accomplished, i. e. 


Che Consolation of the Suffering Souls, 


for any one who is truly devoted to our Eucharistic Lord carries 
within himself an inextinguishable flame of charity. A charity 
which embraces not only all his fellow-men here on earth, but 
extends even to the depths of Purgatory to soothe and relieve 
its holy captives. 


Kind Friends and Readers 


of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” will you not assist us in our 
efforts? Will you not put your shoulder to the wheel and help 
us to set in motion a new era of greater faith and devotion to the 


Highest Mystery of Our Holy Faith? 


We need your céoperation. A word of recommendation to your 
friends, a little effort here and there to introduce it among your 
acquaintances; and above all a little prayer now and then for its 
success is all we ask. If all help only a little with continuous 
effort, the work moves quickly and no one feels the burden. 
May our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament deign to bless our feeble 
efforts, and may the twelfth volume of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” prosper under her protection. 
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